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jSoticcs of StrcijaOlocucal publications. 

T H E PARISH AND CHURCH OF GODALMING. By S.WELMAN. London: 
Elliot Stock, 1900. 4to, pp. 74. Thirty-seven illustrations. 

The architectural history of Godalming church, which takes up 
nearly the whole of this little volume of 74 pp., is well and carefully-
worked out by the author, by means of a series of plans and per-
spective views, showing the progressive stages in the development 
of the building from the eleventh century to the present time. The 
evidence for the existence in pre-Norman times of a small church 
consisting of nave and chancel seems conclusive, and the western 
wall of the central tower is shown to be built on the almost unaltered 
eastern gable of the nave of the early church, the area of the tower 
being that of the original chancel. 

Mr. Welman goes on to trace the development of the cruciform 
plan, and the subsequent enlargements of the church in the thirteenth, 
fourteenth, and fifteenth centuries, and carries the structural history 
of the building down to the calamitous " restorations " of 1840 and 
1879, when the western portion was practically rebuilt, the western, 
tower arch destroyed, the eastern arch " altered," and much of the 
ancient ashlar of the chancel so ruthlessly dragged that the original 
tooling was entirely obliterated. It is sad to see that these bar-
barities are recorded without a word of condemnation, and it might 
even be inferred from the context that some of them are rather 
commended than otherwise. 

An excellent feature of the book is the insertion of a plan and 
three sections to scale, though it is a pity that the longitudinal 
section should not have been reproduced to the same scale as the 
other three drawings. 

The remaining plates and illustrations in the text sufficiently 
explain the author's views, but in some cases leave a good deal to be 
desired in the matter of execution. It was inevitable, in the following 
out of the scheme of the book, that a perspective view of the pre-
Xorman church should have been attempted, but the presentment 
given on Plate XI I rather suggests in the proportion of its windows 
and other details a building of middle twelfth century date than one 
of the first half of the eleventh, the period to which the early church 
is here assigned. 

T H E A B B E Y C H U R C H OF T E W K E S B U R Y , W I T H SOME ACCOUNT 
OF T H E P R I O R Y C H U R C H OF D E E R H U E S T , GLOUCESTER-
SHIRE. By H. J. L. J. MASSB, M.A. London: George Bell and Sons, 
1900. 8vo, pp. 126. Forty-four illustrations. 

This volume, published uniformly with Bell's Cathedral Series, is 
a welcome addition to this series of handbooks, which are designed 
to supersede the unsatisfactory class of local guide books with which 
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NOTICES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL PITBLICATIONS. 254 

the visitor to any of our great churches has too often to be content. 
Like all the former volumes of this series, it is neat, compact, and 
portable, and liberally provided with illustrations. 

The first twenty-seven pages of the book are taken np with a 
history of the fabric from its foundation to the present time. The 
visitor is then conducted round the exterior of the church, starting 
from the north transept, and finishing at the south-east of the choir, 
after which the interior is systematically perambulated, the nave 
being taken first, then the north transept, the ambulatory and chapels 
as they occur, the south transept, and finally the choir, everything of 
interest being commented on in its turn. 

The result of this method undoubtedly makes for thoroughness in 
ihe matter of sight-seeing·, and the visitor who takes Mr. Masse's 
book for his guide will have the satisfaction of reflecting, on leaving 
the church, that he has seen every " object of interest" which it 
contains. But whether he will have any clear idea of the develop-
ment of the building, and the sequence and intention of the various 
alterations, will depend rather on himself and his own powers of 
observation than on his guide. And be this said without any wish 
to detract from the value of the descriptions of the various portions 
of the building; but at the same time, a more methodical system 
would undoubtedly add to the value of the book. Take, for example, 
the description of the central tower, which is placed, somewhat 
unexpectedly, between that of the north porch and that of the west 
front. The pinnacles and battlements are first mentioned (as far as 
si fallible memory serves, the date on the north-west pinnacle is 
1600, and not 1660 as given). Then the tower piers are referred to, 
and then the stages of the tower above the roofs, beginning with 
the lowest. The features of the first three are briefly noted, but the 
topmost stage, by no means the least imposing·, is dismissed with the 
remark that in it is " another range of arcades and columns." The 
use of the word " wall-plate" to denote the weather mould which 
marks the pitch of the former roof is inadmissible, and in several 
other places a looseness in the use of architectural terms is apparent, 
as when, on p. 34, the eastern cloister doorway is described as having 
a low pointed arch, struck from two centres. On the opposite page 
is a photographic reproduction of this doorway, from which it is 
clear that the arch in question is struck from four centres, and not 
<rom two. 

On p. 71 is the statement that all the Norman choir above the 
Norman capitals (sc., of the main arcade) was pulled down in the 
early part of the thirteenth century, and that the Norman pillars 
were then carried up three feet, and fitted with Decorated capitals. 
This is perhaps a misprint, but as it stands is clearly impossible. It 
is also difficult to see why Mr. Masse considers the windows of the 
choir to- be considerably later than the arcade below them, or why 
She circle in the head of the eastern window should be described as 
'•'•a fine catherine-wheel." 

The canopy over the tomb of Sir Hugh le Despe-nser is said to· 
have "trefoil-headed" arches throughout (p. 91) ; this should, of 
course, be " cinquefoiled." 

In the account of Deerhurst Priory church, the earliest mention of 
the priory, or abbey as it then was, is rightly referred to S04. The· 
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point is worth mentioning, as Leland's mistake as to the Venerable 
Bede's acquaintance with Deerburst is often repeated in modern 
descriptions. 

The tower is said (p. 108) to have been reduced in height— 
probably when the "steeple" (sc., spire) was blown down in 166fi — 
but as the preparation for the base of the spire still exists in the 
topmost stage of the tower, the reduction in height can have been 
little, if any, more than that occasioned by the loss of the spire 
itself. 

The projecting stones above the ground and second floor openings 
in the west wall of the tower are here considered to have a resem-
blance to " a broken mechanical contrivance for hoisting up weighty 
goods into the upper part of the tower." This seems a little far-
fetched. It is worthy of note that the opening in the second floor is 
clearly a doorway, and not a window, as here stated. 

The description of the body of the church is supplemented by a 
long quotation from Mr. Micklethwaite's paper in the Archaeological 
Journal (Vol. LIII, 293), with a plan of the church and a section of 
the tower from the same source. 

In the present state of our knowledge, any attempt at dating 
Saxon buildings must be considered purely speculative, and liable to 
be upset at any time by some definite discovery; and Mr. Masse 
wisely leaves the question of the age of the building untouched. But 
apart from this, there is a good deal of information to be obtained 
from the descriptions of Buckler and Butterworth, and from the 
building itself, which might have been with advantage included in 
the present account, due allowance being made for the condensed 
form which a handbook of this kind must take. Mention should 
have been made of the very interesting moulded stringcourse which 
runs all round the nave walls outside, just below the apex of the 
present aisle roofs; of the relief facing the west doorway of the 
tower; of the projecting stone over the door of the south transept, 
similar to the two on the western face of the tower ; and of the 
ribwork remaining on the fragment of the presbytery wall, south-
east of the blocked arch in what is now the eastern wall of the 
chancel. 

The remains of the monastic buildings, which are shown as of 
fifteenth-century date on the plan facing p. 126, though they contain 
at least one fourteenth-century feature, are shortly described. The 
statement that the destroyed western range " perhaps comprised the 
prior's apartments and a dormitory or infirmary " might have passed 
muster fifty years ago, but, at the present day, is hardly worthy of a 
place even in guide books of the type which Messrs. Bell's publications 
have practically rendered obsolete. 

A short notice of Odda's Chapel and plans of Deerhurst Priory 
and Tewkesbury Abbey conclude the volume. 

A H I S T O R Y O F O X F O R D S H I R E . B y J . . MEADE F A L K N E K . ( P o p u l a r 
County Histories Series.) London: Elliot Stock, 1899. 8vo, pp. 328. 

Mr. Stock's Series of Popular County Histories proceeds steadily, 
and now includes over a dozen volumes. Cambridgeshire has been 
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